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In re Application of: 
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REPLY BRIEF PURSUANT TO 37 C.F.R. § 1.193(b) 



SIR: 



Appellants submit the present Reply Brief in response to the Examiner's Answer 
mailed February 27, 2001 ("the Answer"). Although not required, two duplicate copies of 
this Reply Brief are also being submitted herewith as a courtesy to the Patent Office. 

For the reasons set forth below and in the Appeal Brief mailed on September 25, 2000, 
the final rejections of claims 1-3 should be reversed. 



REMARKS 

From the Answer and previous Office Actions, Applicants respectfully submit that 
the Examiner is misconstruing the recitation in the claims of the term "transmission 
function". According to claim 1 , the pattern in time of the individual segments of the crash 
signal is to be simulated for each, by such a transmission function. The transmission function 
then functionally simulates the pattern of each crash segment. If the individual transmission 
functions are combined, this yields the overall transmission function which, as a sum of the 
individual transmission functions, functionally describes the pattern in time of the crash 
signal. Such transmission functions per se, therefore, reflect the output variable, namely the 
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crash signal. Thus, the input variable is time, which, according to the parameters of the 
individual transmission functions, leads to the output variable, namely the crash pattern. 
Using this overall transmission function, it is then possible to form synthetic crash signals by 
varying parameters, in order to prepare various crash patterns for a release algorithm for a 
test. 



supplemented by an additive noise signal to form various crash signals. However, a timewise 
partition of a real crash signal into segments, and a subsequent simulation of these segments 
by a single transmission function is not described in this reference. Therefore, the claims are 
patentable over the Gioutsos reference. 



It is respectfully requested that all of the Examiner's rejections of claims 1-3 be 
reversed, and that each of the claims be allowed as presented. 



The Gioutsos reference is distinguished in that a synthetic crash signal is 



CONCLUSION 



Respectfully submitted, 
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